Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 16665 201048Z 
17 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 10-10 OMB-Ol SAM-01 SAJ-01 VO-03 /084W 

090142 

R 200925Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5008 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMCONGEN HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
COMUSJAPAN YOKOTA JAPAN 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 16665 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CVIS, A 

SUB J : JAPAN COMMUNIST PARTY (JCP) CONTACTS 

SUMMARY. JAPANESE PRESS NOVEMBER 19 CARRIED HABIB 
CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY TO EFFECT THAT EMBASSY TOKYO 
HASCONTACTS WITH JCP AND USG WOULD "SERIOUSLY CONSIDER" 

JCP MISSION REQUEST TO VISIT US. JCP QUICKLY COUNTERED, 

HOWEVER, BY SAYING PARTY HAD NO CONTACT WITH EMBASSY 
AND NO PLANS TO VISIT US. EMBASSY HAS RESPONDED TO ONLY 
ONE (AMERICAN) PRESS QUERY ON MATTER SO FAR. BUT 
JAPANESE INTEREST IN USG- JCP CONTACTS HAS BEEN STIRRED, 

IN PART NO DOUBT BY DOUBT BY RECENT JCP-SOKA GAKKAI CONVERSA- 
TIONS. END SUMMARY 

I. MOST EVENING PAPERS NOVEMBER 19 CARRIED KYODO WIERE 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE WOLFF SUBCOMMITTEE OF HOUSE IAC. FOCUS 
OF JAPANESE COVERAGE WAS HABIB COMMENT THAT EMBASSY 
TOKYO HAS CONTACTS WITH JCP, BUT JCP IS NOT PARTICU- 
LARLY INTERESTED IN TALKING WITH US. HABIB WAS ALSO 
QUOTED AS SAYING USG WOULD "SERIOUSLY CONSIDER" ANY JCP 
REQUEST TO SEND MISSION TO US. (JAPANESE DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST AND SOCIALIST PARTIES HAVE SENT MISSIONS 
RECENTLY.)XOMIURI WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT CONCLUDED 
FROM THIS THAT US WOULD NOT REFUSE JCP MISSION VISA 
REQUEST. 

2. MOST MORNING PAPERS NOVEMBER20 CARRIED RESPONSE TO 
HABIB STORY BY JCP INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS CHIEF KIKUNAMI. 
HE WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT HABIB STATEMENT SOUNDED AS 
IF JCP HAD SOME INTENTIONOF VISITING US OR CONTACTS 

WITH EMBASSY TOKYO, BOTH OF WHICH NOTIONS WERE COM- 
PLETELY GROUNDLESS. HE STRESSED THAT JCP HAD ABSOLUTELY 
NO PLAN TO VISIT US. 

3. THUS FAR EMBASSY HAS BEEN QUERIED ONLY BY STARS AND 
STRIPES TOKYO CORRESPONDENT ABOUT HABIB STATEMENT. HIS 
QUESTIONS AND OUR ANSWERS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. WHAT SORT OF CONTACT DOES EMBASSY HAVE WITH 
JCP? 

A: EMBASSY HAS NOT ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH REG- 
ULAR CONTACT WITH JCP. IT HAS. HOWEVER, BEEN ENTIRELY 
WILLING TO MEET WITH JCP REPRESENTATIVES WHENEVER THEY 
HAVE SOUGHT SUCH A MEETING. THUS FAR THESE HAVE BEEN 
ONLY TO REGISTER PROTESTS AGAINST US POLICIES OR ACTIONS 
OR TO APPLY FOR VISAS TO VISIT US. 

Q: CAN EMBASSY LEARN WHAT IT NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT 
JCP BY READING PRESS? 

A: EMBASSY BELIEVES IT IS FULLY INFORMED ON 
ATTITUDES AND POLICIES OF JCP. IT IS A LEGAL PARTY IN 
JAPAN AND ITS POLICIES ARE A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD 
AND COMMENT IN PRESS AND ELSEWHERE. 

Q: DID EMBASSY ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH JCP 
FOR CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ (LAST AUGUST) ONLY AFTER HE 
INSISTED, AND DID JCP THEN REFUSE TO SEE HIM? 

A: EMBASSY DID NOT ATTEMPT TO SET UP MEETING 
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WITH JCP REPRESENTATIVES FOR CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ PRIOR TO 
HIS ARRIVAL IN JAPAN, ALTHOUGH HE HAD ASKED US TO DO SO. 
EMBASSY DID NOT THINK IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO ARRANGE SUCH 
A MEETING. BUT, WHEN HE RENEWED HI REQUEST, WE 
ATTEMPTED TO SET UP A MEETING. IT IS TURE THAT JCP THEN 
REFUSED TO SEE HIM. 

4. COMMENT. UNDERSTANDABLY JAPANESE PRESS WERE NOT 
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INTERESTED IN CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ' TOKYO EXPERIENCE, 

ONLY IN EXISTING OR POSSIBLE FUTURE USG-JCP CONTACTS. 

ON THIS SCORE WE BELIEVE WE HAVE COME OUT OF THIS ROUND 
QUITE WELL, LEAVING IMPRESSION THAT WE ARE FLEXIBLE 
ON ISSUE WITHOUT HAVING COMMITTED OURSELVES TO ANY 
PARTICULAR POLICY OR ACTION. JAPANESE INTEREST ON THIS 
SUBJECT HAS BEEN AWAKENED. HOWEVER, DUE IN PART NO 
DOUBT TO RECENT HIGHLY PUBLICIZED ' HISTORIC'' JCP SOKA 
GAKKAI CONTACTS (NOW IN PROCESS OF UNRAVELLING). 

HODGSON 
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